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be consumed. Besides wheat, maize —otherwise
“ Turkish corn’’— grows plentifully every year, and
quantities of flour are conveyed to new Orleans. Let
us consider the Savages in particular. Nothing but
erroneous ideas are conceived of them in Europe;
they are hardly believed to be men. This is a gross
error. 'The Savages, and especially the Illinois, are
of a very gentle and sociable nature. They have
wit, and seem to have more than our peasants,—as
much, at least, as most Frenchmen. This is due to
the freedom in which they are reared; respect never
makes them timid. As there is neither rank nor
dignity among them, all men seem equal to them.
An Illinois would speak as boldly to the King of
France as to the lowest of his subjects. Most of
them are capable of sustaining a conversation with
any person, provided no question be treated of that is
beyond their sphere of knowledge. They submit to
raillery very well; they know not what it is to dis-
pute and get angry while conversing. They never
interrupt you in conversation. I found in them
many qualities that are lacking in civilized peoples.
They are distributed in cabins; a cabin is a sort of
room in common, in which there are generally from
15 to 20 persons. They all live in great peace,
which is due, in a great measure, to the fact that
each one is allowed to do what he pleases. From
the beginning of October to the middle of March,
they hunt at a distance of forty or fifty leagues from
their Village; and, in the middle of March, they
return to their Village. Then the women sow the
maize. Asto the men, with the exception of a little
hunting now and then, they lead a thoroughly idle
life; they chat and smoke, and that is all. As a



